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September 23, 2011
The Honorable John Mica The Honorable Nick J. Rahall, II
Chairman _ Ranking Member
Comumitiee on Transportatxon and- Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure Infrastructure
U.S. House of Representaﬂves U.S. House of Representatives
2165 Rayburn House Office Building 2163 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C, 20515

Dear Chéi:man Mica and Rankmg Member Rahall,

As the Transportation and Infrastructure Comm1ttea reviews job creation proposals I
write fo urge you to support robust investments in our nation’s transportation mfrastructure

Transportation pmjects from simple road rehabilitation to expansions of light rail
systemns, provide the general public and business community with more efficient roads to move
goods to market, glve people more transportation options and unlock more parts of our cities and
country to economic investment, all while creating jobs. Cur nation’s nmnnfactunng, retail,
agriculture and natural resource industries rely on transportation, and increased transportatmn
costs only leads to a less competitive economy. Just as the benefits of investing in our
transpcrtatmn system are undemable 50 is the need to create jobs in our construction industry.

- In Sacramento and across the nation, before recession, a job in the construction industry
was typically a path to the Middle Class. During the recent economic downturn over 30,000
construction jobs have been lost in Sacramento alone. The imemployment in the region is now
over 12%, much hlgher than the national unemployment rate. Before the recession; one large
construction company in Sacramento employed 3,400 people, it now only employs 1,400, On top
of that, total labor hours have been reduced by over 5 0%.

Despite the recession, there is reason to believe that investing in our nation’s and
Sacramento’s transportation needs can and will create jobs, and i mmprove our nation’s overall
economy. For instance, Siemens Transportation system, based in Sacramento, will hire up to
1,000 new employees to help build new electric locomotives for Amtrak. The constructionof a
new terminal at Sacramento International Airport, which opens next month, created 2,400 jobs.
Another project, the ongoing relocation of the Union Pacific Rail Lines in downtown
Sacramento, created 340 jobs on site, and many more offsite in the supply chain. The
Sacramento Regional Transit District’s light rail expansion to the north and south of downtown
Sacramento also has tremendous job creation potential. Sacramento RT estimates the 4 mile
extension to Consumes River College will create 1,700 direct and indirect jobs. All of these
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projects are real exampies of how investing in our transportatmn infrastructure prowdes the
public real benefits, while also creating much needed jobs.

With over 30 000 construction jobs lost in our region, it will take a healthy investmentin .
our nation’s fransportation infrastructure to create much needed jobs. I urge you to include
robust funding for transportatlon mﬁ:astrucwre in any jobs package. '

querely,,
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"DORIS 0. MATSUI .
Member of Congress




